[Sclerosing encapsulating peritonitis: current features].
We report three original cases of sclerosing encapsulating peritonitis (SEP) which is a rare but severe complication of peritoneal dialysis (PD). In the report of case 1, SEP occurred in a 75-year-old diabetic patient mellitus 18 years after the arrest of PD technique recurrent infectious peritonitis. The switch to hemodialysis was associated with a chronic inflammatory state poorly explained until the discovery of SEP. For case 2, SEP started within seven months after automated PD initiation in a severe septic context leading to leg amputation in a 57-year-old unstable diabetic male. In the last case, 84-year-old woman presented SEP after several peritonitis episodes, including one due to acute pancreatitis. In all cases, SEP was confirmed by open surgery. All patients were treated by visceralysis. The outcome was favorable in two of these three patients. SEP mechanisms, risks factors, prognosis and treatment are discussed with reference to the literature.